Raymond L. Johnson
September 11, 1919 - May 28, 2020

Raymond L. Johnson, Sr., 100 yrs. of age formerly of Palmerton, and Florida, passed
away peacefully on Thursday, May 28, 2020, in Tamaqua while in the loving care of his
family. Born on September 11, 1919 in Minneapolis, Minnesota the son of the late, Gustav
P., and Anna Louis (Novitz) Johnson. He was also predeceased by his wife, Gaetana
(Albanese) Johnson. Surviving are son, Raymond A. Johnson of Tamaqua, and extended
family. A graduate of Washington High School in Minneapolis, Raymond earned his
Bachelor's degree from the University of Minnesota in Chemical Engineering. He retired
as a Commander from the United States Navy and was a Research Engineer at the
former New Jersey Zinc plant in Palmerton for over 18 years, where he was responsible
for a number of patents working as a metallurgist. A talented musician, Raymond played
the French Horn in numerous bands and orchestra's. After returning home from WWII,
Raymond earned his Master's in Metallurgy. Private arrangements have been entrusted to
the E. Franklin Griffiths Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Inc. of 655 East Broad
Street Tamaqua, Pennsylvania. (570) 668-2550 Online condolences may be made to the
family at http://www.griffithsfuneralhomes.com

Comments

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to all of the family and friends of Ray Johnson. He
was always so cheerful and friendly. He always had a kind word and loved playing in
the band with us. I will miss my favorite french horn player.

Michele L Nicklas - June 08, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to all of Ray's friends and family. He was a kind
hearted man and I had the great pleasure of meeting and playing with him in the
American Legion Band. He always greeted everyone and was very determined and
focused while playing. I was shocked when I found out his age and can only hope to
be playing at that same age in my future. His beautiful sound and presence will be
missed within the ensemble and the community. God Bless you and may you Rest in
Peace. Salute Sir!

Rafael Ramirez - June 04, 2020 at 07:39 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to the family of this wonderful man. I had the
privilege and the pleasure of having Ray in my life because of our contact in the
Sunrise Pops Orchestra, where he was a performer with us for many years. He
always had a smile. He was very business like, and serious about his contribution to
the orchestra. He was a man's man, someone to look up to, and to respect. He was
in a class by himself, and I will remember him with great fondness and admiration.
Rest in peace, my dear musical friend and colleague.

Karl Egerman - June 03, 2020 at 09:39 PM

“

I had the pleasure of playing with Ray in the Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds and
American Legion Band for 8 years. Whenever I saw him, he always had a smile and
a warm greeting. I enjoyed talking with him and listening to the many great stories he
would share. He had a quick wit and a robust laugh that I will miss. I will remember
him as a genuine, caring person who always made me smile. Good bye, my friend
and God Speed, Commander (salute).

Kellie Ordway - June 03, 2020 at 08:09 PM

“

Ray Jr,
So sorry for your loss. May his loss be a blessing.
Ray was my idle in the Florida Intergeneration Orchestra in Boca.
I was also a retired Navy Commander and French Horn player (I played the Trumpet
in the Orchestra). I now intend to play French Horn in the Stuart Community Band. I
have missed him since he dropped out of the Orchestra.
Jim Levine

Jim Levine - June 03, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

I remember meeting Ray 7 years ago through the American Legion Band, now
known as the Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds. He seemed friendly yet very
focused and a strong musician! I got the opportunity to know him better after
becoming conductor of the group recently and had many conversations with him
where he shared stories and a sharp, honest wit which I really appreciated! Ray's
presence, character (and what a character!), and musicianship will be missed! God
Speed, Commander!
Jim Mullen

Jim Mullen - June 03, 2020 at 09:27 AM

“

I met Ray back in 2016 when I joined the Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds
(formerly known as the American Legion Band). We played French Horn together.
My very first rehearsal, I went to sit in the last chair of the section but he insisted that
he sat in the last chair. There were no if's, and's, or but's. As we began to rehearse I
was blown away by the sound this 96 year old man was making. He was an
extremely talented horn player. He immediately welcomed me and began to tell me
all about his past. Ray was very proud of his time in the Navy. Over the years he
often spoke about going fishing with his son. I could tell he loved him very much. He
shared stories about his time as a minesweeper in WWII and touring Europe during
the war. Our band performs a lot of patriotic concerts. One song we often play is
"Armed Forces Salute" recognizing all of the branches of the military. Each time
"Anchors Aweigh" came along, Ray would proudly stand up and solute. It brought me
to tears every single time. His passion and pride radiated off of him. I am truly going
to miss my friend. Rest in peace Ray.

Stephanie Wilk - June 02, 2020 at 10:19 PM

“

Ray was one of the kindest, genuine people I have met. I had the privilege of playing
with Ray in several musical organizations over a period of 40 years. We will all truly
miss him.
Don Weaver
Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds

Donald Weaver - June 02, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

I want to let Ray's Family, Friends and our Musicians know, that we will be
establishing a Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds' Scholarship in memory of Ray, so
that his legacy will continue for many years.

Sally Craig - June 02, 2020 at 11:31 AM

“

At every one of the patriotic concerts that Ray attended as a member of the Fort
Lauderdale Symphonic Winds, he would always stand proudly and salute when we
would play the "Anchors Aweigh" portion of the Armed Forces Medley (a medley that
included all the branches of the service).
Frankly, it makes me very happy to see our veterans honored in this way, which is
one of the reasons I continue to play with this band.
Ray was a welcome asset to our French Horn section and an all-around nice guy. I
will always remember him as he reminded me of my own father. They don't make
them like they used to :)
My condolences to the close family and friends of Ray Johnson; May the peace of
God which passes all understanding comfort you all in this difficult time...

Juli Reid - June 02, 2020 at 08:02 AM

“

Ray was a member of the Fort Lauderdale Symphonic Winds and the American
Legion Band for many years. He especially enjoyed our Memorial Day Ceremony for
the city of Fort Lauderdale and the pictures show him being recognized as the oldest
member of the Band as well as playing in the group, too. We will miss his kind and
gentle spirit.

Sally Craig - June 01, 2020 at 09:55 PM

