Gifford H. "Giff" Albright
February 14, 1931 - December 30, 2020

Gifford H. "Giff" Albright, Architectural Engineering Educator (Retired) of State College,
Pennsylvania died on Wednesday, December 30, 2020, at Foxdale Village in State
College, Pennsylvania.
Born Saturday, February 14, 1931 in Pottsville, Pennsylvania the son of the late Harry
Clayton and Grace (Reinhart) Albright.
Gifford earned his Bachelor of Architectural Engineering degree from the Pennsylvania
State University (1953) as the first graduate of the 5-year degree program and a Master of
Science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1955). After service with the US
Naval Civil Engineering Corps, he returned to Penn State to become the founding Head of
the Department of Architectural Engineering in the newly formed College of Engineering
(1962-1983) where he served as Professor of Architectural Engineering until his
retirement in 1991. As department head, he pioneered a unique curriculum that equipped
students to integrate complex and diverse engineering systems for building construction.
His vision for the impact of then developing computer technology on the building industry
earned him, in 1968, recognition with the cover story in Engineering News Record. His
Project MODCON and the first course in the country in building systems integration with
computer applications were precursors to the industry over 50 years later.
He was a Program Director, National Science Foundation, Washington D.C. (1983-1988),
and Professor Emeritus of Architectural Engineering, Penn State University since his
retirement. He was a building research consultant, as G.H. Albright Associates, State
College, Pa (1958-present) and served as Councilman, Triangle National Fraternity,
Plainfield IN (1982-1986); President, Penn State University Alumni Chapter, Triangle
Fraternity (1965-1969); Chair, Building Code Appeals Board, Borough of State College,
Pa. (1965-1968). Gifford was a Lieutenant Junior Grade, US Naval Reserve.
In 1996 Professor Albright was named an Outstanding Engineering Alumnus of the Penn
State College of Engineering for his outstanding career accomplishments.

He authored, "Planning Atomic Shelters: A Handbook" and Co- Authored "An Illustrated
History of Tamaqua". Gifford was a member of the Construction Specification Institute
(2004-2007), President, Penn State Retired Faculty Staff Club (2004-2007); President,
Penn State Faculty Staff Club (1998-1999); and member of American Society of Testing
and Materials; American Concrete Institute; Earthquake Engineering Research Institute;
American Society of Heating, Ventilation and Refrigeration Engineers; an Associate
member of the American Institute of Architects; Construction Industry Institute Marquis
Who's Who Honors: Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement.
Private graveside Services will be held at Odd Fellows Cemetery Tamaqua, Pennsylvania
under the supervision of the E. Franklin Griffiths Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Inc.
655 East Broad Street Tamaqua, Pennsylvania 18252. (570) 668-2550
A Celebration of Gifford's Life will be held in the Spring of 2021 at Foxdale Village in State
College, Pennsylvania.
Expressions of sympathy or a fond memory of Giff can be sent to
www.griffithsfuneralhomes.com

Cemetery
Odd Fellows Cemetery
West Broad Street
Tamaqua, PA, 18252

Comments

“

Giff lived a good life and his impact on PSU Architectural Engineering was legendary.
He was a true mentor to the entire house during the 70s when I was an Architectural
Student. He was a gracious person who truly wanted to know your story. He was also
a great ally of my Father as they both devoted their careers to honoring Penn State.
He was the kind of person you hoped to meet when you joined Triangle.

Harold Sargent - January 28 at 01:48 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of Giff's passing. Some people make the world more special
and I am thankful that Giff Albright was part of mine. From a graduate in Architecture
at Penn State, to my graduate assistantship in Architectural Engineering, including
my professional life as an architect, I thank you for your academic and professional
guidance. I will miss our visits with you in State College, the luncheons at the
American Ale House and Grill and all the wonderful stories we exchanged about
days gone by. Remembering a life well lived.

Robert Noah - January 24 at 02:39 PM

“

Many, many happy lunches together at PSU faculty gatherings. Ellen and Bob
Malcom

Robert Malcom - January 12 at 06:23 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Giff's passing. I was a student at Penn State in the 1950's60's and a colleague in the AE department as an associate professor under Gifford's
headship up until 1973. Giff was an importance agent in my life during my formulative
years there. He left me with lots of good memories of my PSU days. I was saddened
to know of his passing. My sincere condolences to the family.

Larry Degelman - January 08 at 01:53 PM

“

We always will remember Giff as an accomplished and gracious man. He was good
company and an attentive listener. Giff told a good story, and knew as much about
the past as he was able to imagine the future. Our only regret is that our paths did
not cross more often, but our memory of him is no less vivid for that. The world would
be a better place if more people were like him, and we are a little better ourselves
because we knew him. Janet and Daniel Spikes.

Janet and Daniel Spikes - January 01 at 05:03 PM

